Name _______________________________
English II CP: The Social Contract

DEFINITION OF THE SOCIAL CONTRACT:
-It is a theory about why humans form societies, governments and laws
-It states…


________________________________________________________________________

I. LIVING WITHOUT LAWS
 “During the time men live without a common power to keep them all in awe, they are in    
  a war of every man, against every man...The notions of right and wrong, justice and   
  injustice have there no place. Where there is no common power, there is no law, no 
  society; and which is worst of all, there is continual fear, and danger 
  of violent death: and the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short.”
 – Thomas Hobbes
    Explanation: 





II. MAKING AN AGREEMENT
“The heart of the idea of the social contract may be stated simply: Each of us places his 
  person and authority under the supreme direction of the general will, 
  and the group receives each individual as an indivisible part of the whole...”
-Jean Jacques Rousseau 
 Explanation:





III. THE RIGHT TO REBEL
“Force is to be (used against) nothing but unjust and unlawful force. (If the government 
 goes against) this fundamental rule of society (and tries) to grasp themselves an absolute  
 power over the lives, liberties, and estates of the people; (then) by this breach of trust 
 they forfeit the power the people had put into their hands for quite contrary ends, (and  
 the people) have a right to resume their original liberty… by the establishment of a new (government which will) provide for their safety and security, which is the end for which  
 they are in society.”
–John Locke
  Explanation: 
