BIGGS’S ENGLISH II HONORS: Marking Period 2 Essay – Dark Romanticism 

Structure: Introduction; 4-6 body; Conclusion
FCAs: Use of Structure, Use of Quotations (Minimum 8), Use of Vivid/Strong Verbs and Adjectives 
	BOTH WORKS
	“Cask of Amontillado” / “Moby Dick”

	+ LENS
	 Psychological: Both have crazy revenge-obsessed protagonists 

	+ DIFFERENCES
	Poe’s crazy man narrates; Melville’s is seen from outside
Montresor’s crime is past, but Ahab destroys lives in the present

	 = THESIS:
	Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Cask of Amontillado” and Herman Melville’s “Moby Dick” both feature mentally unstable, revenge-obsessed protagonists, but where Poe’s story explores inside the psychotic mind, Melville’s instead depicts the external effects of insanity. 


Task: Incorporate two-to-three works by at least two writers into a compare-and-contrast analysis  concentrated on a particular thematic or literary lens of your choice:

* TAOIST (exploring the dynamic, cyclical interplay of dark and light and the non-logical)
* GOTHIC (emphasis on mood and atmosphere, supernaturalism, familiar fantasy and horror motifs) 
* PSYCHOLOGICAL (dream-like, hallucinatory, surreal or insanity-oriented elements) 
* ROUSSEAUIAN (pro-nature, equality, freedom; anti-society, materialism, egoism)

19th CENTURY WORKS: 
Edgar Allan Poe’s Poetry: “Sonnet – To Science” “Alone,” “A Dream within a Dream”
Poe’s Fiction: “The Oval Portrait,” “Masque of the Red,” “Cask of Amontillado”
Washington Irving’s “The Devil and Tom Walker” (or “Legend of Sleepy Hollow”)
Herman Melville’s Typee and Moby-Dick excerpts
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment” 

MODERN OPTIONS:
Joyce Carol Oates’s “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” 
Flannery O’Connor’s “A Good Man Is Hard to Find” 
“The Outsider” or anything by H.P. Lovecraft
“The Reaper’s Image” or anything by Stephen King

EXAMPLE THESIS:

YOUR TURN!
	BOTH WORKS
	


	+ LENS
	




	+ DIFFERENCES
	



	= THESIS: 
	






